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FOREWORD

The Ministry of Education is pleased to authorise the publication of this senior secondary syllabus which marks a watershed in the development of the public education system in Botswana and signals another milestone of progress in fulfilment of the goals set by the Revised National Policy on Education, Government Paper No. 2 of 1994.

In this era of widespread and rapid technological change and an increasingly inter-dependent global economy, it is essential that all countries foster human resources by preparing children adequately for their future. Survival in the coming millennium will depend on the ability to accommodate change and to adapt to environmental needs and emerging socio-economic trends. It is the wish of government to prepare Batswana for future growth and adaptation to ongoing change in the socio-economic context; specifically the transition from an agro-based economy to the more broadly based industrial economy which we are aiming at.

The senior secondary programme builds on the Ten Year Basic Education programme and seeks to provide quality learning experiences. It aims to prepare our students for the world of work, further education and lifelong learning. However, secondary education must also pay attention to the all round development of the individual. It should provide not only for the acquisition of those skills needed for economic, scientific and technological advancement. It should also provide for the development of cultural and national identity and the inculcation of attitudes and values which nurture respect for one’s self and for others.

Critical to the success of our secondary education programme is the recognition of individual talents, needs and learning styles. Hence, the role of the teacher in the classroom has changed. S/he must be a proficient manager and facilitator; a director of learning activities. S/he should be conscious of students’ needs to take on board a measure of accountability and responsibility for their own learning. S/he must also take into account the widening range of ability of the student body and the different levels of achievement which they aspire to. This means active participation for all and the creation of rich and diverse learning environments.

It is important then that we value the students’ own experiences, build upon what they know and reward them for positive achievement. At the same time, we must be prepared to offer them guidance and counselling at all levels; assisting them to make the best decisions in keeping with their own interests, career prospects and preferences. In that way we shall prevail in nurturing at the roots of our system, the national ideals of democracy, development, self-reliance, unity and social harmony.

This syllabus document is the outcome of a great deal of professional consultation and collaboration. On behalf of the Ministry, I wish to record my appreciation and thank sincerely those who contributed to and were involved in the production of this syllabus. 
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A.
Introduction

The Botswana senior secondary Literature in English programme builds on to the three year junior secondary English course and is designed to provide a basis for tertiary English courses as offered by the colleges of education, the University of Botswana and institutions elsewhere. The subject provides a foundation for lifelong interest in Literature and wider reading in general.

It is offered under the optional group Humanities and Social Sciences within the framework of the revised senior secondary programme.

(i)
Subject Statement
In keeping with the principles established by the philosophy of the senior secondary curriculum, a balance should be drawn in the delivery of the subject, between theoretical knowledge and practical skills. As far as possible the learners should be involved in active learning processes that not only develop the subject skills but also the foundation or ‘key’ skills across the curriculum. The subject caters for a wide range of abilities providing equality of opportunity for all so that learners are able to realise and fulfil their potential at different levels of achievement. Ultimately differentiation will be by outcome.

(ii)
Methodology

The subject methodology will embrace learner-centred activities including simulations and role play, drama activities, project work, pair and group activities and discussions, and the use of multi media technology such as artwork, audio tapes, videos, films and computers. In the teacher’s overall approach, care should be taken to recognise different abilities and experiences alongside different learning styles and needs and so encourage individual performance and achievement. In this way it is intended that learners will utilise their personal skills and talents while interacting with others, and through the study and enjoyment of the literature programme actively develop their own creativity. 

Some choices are offered in the selection of texts to be studied. The criteria for this is explained under the section on Subject Content. Once a selection has been made, the chosen texts should be studied in relation to the General and Specific Objectives which are listed herein. The objectives should be covered in a cyclic and spiral manner on the understanding that in any given teaching activity several different objectives might be covered simultaneously. Occasionally, the teacher can check coverage and focus from time to time on a particular objective, if necessary.

With a timetable allocation of four teaching periods ( in a 40 minute period timetable) per week, it becomes critical that the learner takes a share of responsibility for his/her own learning through homework assignments and other directed activities related to the texts. A policy of wider reading resourced by the school library should also be actively pursued.

B.
Rationale

In preparation for the ‘world of work’, the study of Literature will provide a solid foundation for jobs and professions which require empathy and interpersonal skills. It provides insight into what other people think, do and say and helps learners to see more through the “eyes” of others, leading to an improved understanding of the world around them.

Literature in English provides pleasure, enjoyment and an appreciation of language in a variety of forms. It also stimulates interest in wider reading and enhances the prospects for a lifelong interest in Literature and the promotion of a reading culture.

It develops the capacities for moral and intellectual discrimination, judgement and decision-making and a creative relationship to the world around us, encouraging learners to feel they are part of a wider community of learning and culture.

The study of Literature facilitates conceptualisation and helps provide better insights for learning and problem solving in other subjects. It deepens the learner’s knowledge base and helps to develop personal philosophies of life.

Furthermore, the study of Literature develops the ability to infer deeper meaning from text and in other communicative situations. It will lead learners into expressing not only facts but speculations, deductions, opinions and feelings that will extend their communicative abilities and develop their own learning.

Finally, in practising, analysing and interpreting the language in the texts there is reward for the learner in improved language facility and communication skills. 

C.
Aims of Senior Secondary Programme

On completion of the two year secondary programme learners should have: -

1. acquired knowledge, developed confidence and ability to assess their personal strengths and weaknesses and be realistic in choosing appropriate career/employment opportunities and/or further education and training.

2. developed skills to assist them in solving technical and technological problems as they relate to day-to-day life situations.

3. developed desirable attitudes and behavioural patterns in interacting with the environment in a manner that is protective, preserving and nurturing.

4. acquired attitudes and values, developed basic skills and understanding to allow for execution of rights and responsibilities as good citizens of Botswana and the world.

5. developed information technology skills as well as an understanding and appreciation of their influence in day-to-day activities.

6. acquired knowledge, attitudes and practices that will ensure good family and health practices, including awareness and management of epidemics (such as HIV/AIDS), that prepare them for productive life.

7. developed pre-vocational knowledge and manipulative skills that will enable them to apply content learnt and attitudes and values developed to practical life situations in the world of work.

8. developed an understanding of and acquired basic skills in business, everyday commercial transactions and entrepreneurship.

9. developed foundation skills such as problem solving, critical thinking, communication, inquiring, team work / interpersonal to help them to be productive and adaptive to survive in a changing environment.

D.
Aims of Senior Secondary Literature in English Programme

On completion of the 2 year Senior Secondary Literature in English Programme, each student is expected to:

1
read and understand different types of literary texts and genres.

2
have acquired life experience through the reading of Literature.

3
 appreciate cultural differences and similarities through interaction with texts.

4
evaluate, judge and form opinions about other people based on what literary characters say, do and think.

5
apply knowledge acquired from literary works to real-life situations and problems.

6
 examine closely personal relationships and the interaction of literary characters in order to gain personal insight.

7
 interpret literary texts to acquire desirable human values and attitudes.

8
have developed concepts of moral and ethical behaviour for overall personal development and growth.

9
have developed study skills by accessing and interpreting information from different texts and media sources.

10
have acquired problem-solving, critical thinking, inquiry and interpersonal skills 
through the study of Literature to adapt and survive in a changing society.

11
be prepared for their personal, social and economic future through their interaction with literary texts.

12
have developed self-confidence by expressing personal opinion supported by evidence from texts.

13
understand that creative writing is a means of self-expression and self-fulfilment.

E.
Assessment Objectives 
Based on the texts chosen for study, the learners should be able to demonstrate competence and proficiency in the following areas : -

1
Knowledge with understanding

1.1
display first hand knowledge of the literature texts studied

1.2
explain literal meanings and contexts

2
Critical Interpretation

2.1
show understanding of texts beyond literal meanings in terms of issues and attitudes raised

2.2
comment on ways in which the writers use language to create effect e.g. description, dialogue, characterisation, imagery and literary form & structure 

3
Judgement and personal response
3.1
explore relationships and make comparisons selecting and evaluating relevant material from texts

3.2
communicate a sensitive and informed personal response to texts studied

Assessment will be based on the course objectives. The importance of appropriate assessment procedures reflecting a practical orientation in the programme of study is fully recognised. It is further recognised that some of the objectives are affective and not all are measurable by written examination. Ultimately, assessment based on a combination of coursework and an external test will be used when the facility for this is available.

For further details on Assessment please refer to the Assessment Syllabus which should, in any case, be consulted in connection with the final examination.

General and Specific Objectives

The objectives listed below are laid out in sets, each of which has a general objective and related specific objectives.

Overall and within each set, as far as possible, a certain order has been followed, so as either to begin with basic skills and proceed to higher order skills or to follow a natural sequence. This layout does not necessarily represent a sequence for teaching and in any given lesson or unit of work, several objectives from different sets might be covered simultaneously. While a few objectives may be achieved easily, most will need to be addressed continually at increasing levels of difficulty, complexity and proficiency. Thus the teaching approach should be cyclic and spiral. From time to time, teachers will wish to place particular emphasis on one or two specific objectives in the progress of their day to day delivery of the course.

It is expected that every learner will achieve all of the objectives, in relation to both the texts studied and through wider reading, to the best of his or her ability; and, that the appreciation and enjoyment of Literature will be a key feature of their attainment.

By the end of the Senior Secondary Literature in English course the learners should be able to ...
1.0
understand the characteristics of the different literary genres

1.1
distinguish between prose and verse
1.2
classify prose and drama into different categories and genres

1.3
identify the features of the short story as a distinct literary form

1.4
identify a variety of verse forms

1.5
identify drama as the spoken and physical interaction between characters

1.6
distinguish between fiction and non-fiction

2.0
understand the basic elements of different literary forms

2.1
describe and compare different settings

2.2
identify and describe different literary characters

2.3
recognise and explain plot and sub-plot in specific texts

2.4
recognise and explain the themes in different texts

2.5
determine the conflicts within a particular text

2.6
recognise climax and resolution in a story-line or literary episode

2.7
distinguish features of comedy and tragedy in a text

2.8
determine the point of view in a text

2.9
explain the point of view in relation to the content

3.0
demonstrate and develop their own personal skills and interests in Literature

3.1
read out sections of a text to illustrate meaning

3.2 
recite with feeling poetry and speeches from plays

3.3
improvise sketches from different texts

3.4
dramatise specific events or episodes in a story

3.5
enact a part from a play

3.6
explain personal choices in selections for wider reading

3.7
apply different usages of language in their writing

3.8
utilise communication skills learned from Literature in their own speech and writing

3.9
write poems, dialogues, short plays and stories of their own

4.0
appreciate different aspects of characterisation 

4.1
show how description and dialogue contribute to characterisation

4.2
illustrate how characters are portrayed

4.3
identify different styles and registers of speech in ways characters speak

4.4
discuss the way characters behave in different situations

4.5
form opinions about what is right or wrong in the behaviour of characters

4.6
describe the relationships between characters

4.7
compare and contrast different characters 

5.0
understand literary devices and techniques

5.1
recognise different ways in which writers use language to achieve effect

5.2
show by example the use of imagery and symbolism in text

5.3
identify figures of speech (such as metaphor, simile, personification, etc.)

5.4
identify sound patterns and use of rhythm in poetry (such as alliteration, assonance, metre, etc.)

5.5
explain the use of rhythm and rhyme in verse

5.6
point out different poetic structures in the arrangements of verse

6.0
understand and respond to what they hear, read and experience in literature

6.1
retell in their own words stories heard or read

6.2
write synopses of events and episodes in literary texts

6.3
write brief summaries of texts read

6.4
relate themes to their own personal experiences

6.5
outline personal responses to events and issues raised in texts

6.6
discuss texts they have read and explain preferences
7.0
understand and appreciate cultural differences

7.1
identify the cultural aspects of texts read

7.2
compare and contrast different cultures as portrayed in a text

7.3
compare and contrast the culture in the text with their own cultural beliefs and values

8.0
share the writer’s experience

8.1
identify the mood in a text

8.2
describe the writer’s attitude and feelings towards the subject

8.3
discuss the writer’s experiences as evidenced in the text

8.4
express a personal response to the writer’s experience

9.0
express opinions, feelings and thoughts and develop positive attitudes and 
values about texts

9.1
express their feelings about specific events in a text

9.2
relate their thoughts about issues raised in a text

9.3
distinguish fact from opinion

9.4
recognise and explain prejudice and bias in text 

9.5
make value judgements on situations, events and outcomes in texts 

9.6
discuss personal opinions about literature with others

10.0
make predictions about what will happen in a story-line

10.1
speculate on how situations in the text might turn out

10.2
suggest what could happen in different circumstances

10.3
make reasoned arguments for predictions based on textual evidence

11.0
develop analytical reading skills

11.1
follow arguments put forward in text

11.2
connect a related sequence of events in text

11.3
describe cause and effect with reference to specific events

11.4 
explain events in their literary context

12.0
apply skills from literature as a tool for developing language facility

12.1
use text as a basis for increasing vocabulary

12.2
make appropriate use of quotations and citations

12.3
use a range of literary terminology in discussion and in writing about texts

13.0
understand and appreciate different styles of writing

13.1
appreciate a writer’s style

13.2
discuss the writer’s intention

13.3
comment on the structure and arrangement of text

13.4
explain the vocabulary/ register used by the writer in different situations

14.0
read fluently and widely for deeper appreciation of text

14.1
select appropriate reading and reference material from a variety of sources

14.2
discuss different qualities inherent in texts

15.0
read critically beyond the literal meaning in text

15.1
make inferences from text

15.2
draw conclusions based on evidence from text

15.3
make deductions based on what is implied

15.4
apply and relate overall knowledge of a text to specific scenes and situations

15.5
weigh situations at different stages in the development of a plot

15.6 
discuss layers of meaning within text

16.0 
critically analyse and appreciate different aspects of texts

16.1
show how a theme is sustained in a text

16.2
illustrate a writer’s use of literary devices (such as dramatic reversal, dramatic tension, 
dramatic irony, comic relief, irony and satire)

16.3
appraise texts read

16.4
respond concisely and succinctly to specific questions about texts

16.5
respond in structured continuous writing to questions about texts as appropriate

17.0
critique texts read and evaluate interpretations others place on them

17.1
show how different interpretations can be derived from text 

17.2
present orally and in writing their own interpretation of works read

17.3
evaluate and comment on others’ interpretations of text through discussion and debate

Syllabus Content

The subject content is drawn from a range of literary works reflecting both pre-twentieth century and modern writing. There is continuity with the junior secondary literature programme in that it covers the major genres, all of which learners should be familiar with.

A framework for the body of work to be studied is set out in the table below. Learners should select one text from each of four sections - covering drama, prose (novel and short story) and poetry. All sections should feature writers from Botswana (or elsewhere in Africa) and other continents. A balanced selection of the texts should thus give national, regional and international perspectives. 

The overall selection must include either the pre-20th century play prescribed for Section A (i), or the pre-20th century novel prescribed for Section B (i), but not both.

	Section A
	DRAMA
	Choice

	
	A full-length major play 


	Select 1 text :

Either 

      (i)  a pre-20th century play *

or   (ii)  an African play

or  (iii)  a modern play from another continent



	Section B
	NOVEL 

A novel 


	Choice

Select 1 text :

Either

      (i)  a pre-20th century novel *

or   (ii) an African novel

or  (iii) a modern novel from another continent



	Section C
	SHORT STORIES
A minimum of four short stories


	Choice
Select 1 prescribed set of stories from any one of three anthologies.



	Section D
	POETRY
	Choice

	
	A selection of at least eight poems
	Study 1 prescribed set of poems.


The poetry selection will feature different poetic genres (for example lyric, sonnet, etc.) and both pre 20th century and modern poets, from Africa and other continents. 

As stated, learners must choose only one of the two classic options offered in either Section A (i) or Section B (i). [See above*]. Discretion should be exercised to ensure a broad and balanced selection in choosing other texts from the course options available, either in Section A (ii) and (iii) or Section B (ii) and (iii), and for the set of stories from Section C. There will be one text only prescribed for poetry in Section D. The poems from this and all the short stories will be prescribed.

Learners will be expected to cover all four sections - A, B, C and D - studying four texts over a two year period; the play providing the major focus in one year, and the novel in the other. The short stories and poems can be studied at different times and intervals over the two year period, to allow for variety and balance of exposure to the different literary forms. 

A list of current texts will be made available by the Ministry of Education and texts will remain ‘examinable’ for a period of at least three years. Due notice will be given in the event of the list, individual titles or specific stories or poems being changed.

The foregoing represents a minimum reading requirement for study and successful completion of the literature course. However, it is also important that learners read beyond the chosen body of work to expand their general knowledge of Literature; to broaden and sharpen their perspectives of the subject; and, thus to consolidate their insights into the core texts they are studying. The advantages of wider reading should be made clear to the learners and where appropriate, attention drawn to relevant material which will complement the selected texts. The school library should be used as a major resource in pursuing this policy of wider reading throughout the course.
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