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FOREWORD

The Ministry of Education is pleased to authorise the publication of this senior secondary syllabus which marks a watershed in the development of the public education system in Botswana and signals another milestone of progress in fulfilment of the goals set by the Revised National Policy on Education, Government Paper No. 2 of 1994.

In this era of widespread and rapid technological change and an increasingly inter-dependent global economy, it is essential that all countries foster human resources by preparing children adequately for their future. Survival in the coming millennium will depend on the ability to accommodate change and to adapt to environmental needs and emerging socio-economic trends. It is the wish of government to prepare Batswana for future growth and adaptation to ongoing change in the socio-economic context; specifically the transition from an agro-based economy to the more broadly based industrial economy which we are aiming at.

The senior secondary programme builds on the Ten Year Basic Education programme and seeks to provide quality learning experiences. It aims to prepare our students for the world of work, further education and lifelong learning. However, secondary education must also pay attention to the all round development of the individual. It should provide not only for the acquisition of those skills needed for economic, scientific and technological advancement. It should also provide for the development of cultural and national identity and the inculcation of attitudes and values which nurture respect for one’s self and for others.

Critical to the success of our secondary education programme is the recognition of individual talents, needs and learning styles. Hence, the role of the teacher in the classroom has changed. S/he must be a proficient manager and facilitator; a director of learning activities. S/he should be conscious of students’ needs to take on board a measure of accountability and responsibility for their own learning. S/he must also take into account the widening range of ability of the student body and the different levels of achievement which they aspire to. This means active participation for all and the creation of rich and diverse learning environments.

It is important then that we value the students’ own experiences, build upon what they know and reward them for positive achievement. At the same time, we must be prepared to offer them guidance and counselling at all levels; assisting them to make the best decisions in keeping with their own interests, career prospects and preferences. In that way we shall prevail in nurturing at the roots of our system, the national ideals of democracy, development, self-reliance, unity and social harmony.

This syllabus document is the outcome of a great deal of professional consultation and collaboration. On behalf of the Ministry, I wish to record my appreciation and thank sincerely those who contributed to and were involved in the production of this syllabus. 
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A.
Introduction
This syllabus is consistent with the recommendations of the Revised National Policy on Education and the aspirations reflected in Vision 2016. It is a two year course designed to meet the needs of candidates studying Development Studies in preparation for Botswana General Certificate of Secondary Education  (BGCSE).  It builds on the foundation laid by Social Studies in the Ten Year Basic Education Programme.

The organisation of this syllabus is modular in structure subdivided into topics.  The modular sequence has been designed such that a logical, cumulative sequence is maintained. The objectives have been arranged such that they allow for flexibility in the sequence in teaching.  The content and skills are arranged in a spiral format.

The syllabus adopts an interdisciplinary approach in the study of development processes and practices with specific focus on development problems and challenges in Botswana. It is learner centred emphasising project work, enquiry and a participatory approach to learning and teaching. 

B.
Time Allocation
The time allocation assumed in this syllabus is that Development Studies will be allocated a minimum of four (4) periods of forty minutes each per week. About 20% of this time should be used for project work.

C.
Rationale 

Development Studies is an important interdisciplinary subject in the secondary school curriculum  which focuses on the interaction of the economic, social and political systems in the production of  both development and underdevelopment. It helps learners to relate better to local, national and international developmental trends  through either direct or indirect participation.  It also equips them with skills and knowledge  to initiate, organise and control production enterprises when they leave school.

It exposes students to a holistic approach to the study and understanding of development processes and practices. It addresses the concerns of bringing about sustainable development and utilisation of resources. By its nature, Development Studies reflects the linking of theory and practice which promotes in learners the acquisition of knowledge, skills, values and the development of attitudes which are politically, economically and socially desirable.

The learning of Development Studies promotes a practical approach which encourages learner-participation in community development.  In the process, students acquire and develop critical thinking, problem solving, decision making and interpersonal skills. These are transferable skills which learners can use in everyday life and in the world of work. Furthermore, the Development Studies programme  prepares learners to address emerging issues such as Population/Family Life Education, environmental and  gender issues, the effects of epidemics including HIV/AIDS. It also enhances the learners’ skills in the use of Information Technology.

D.
Aims of Senior Secondary Programme

On completion of the two year secondary programme learners should have:

1. acquired knowledge , developed confidence and ability to assess their personal strengths and weaknesses and be realistic in choosing appropriate  career/employment  opportunities and or further education and training.

2. developed skills to assist them in solving technical and technological problems as they relate to day –to- day life situations.

3. developed desirable attitudes and behavioural patterns in interacting with the environment in a manner that is protective, preserving and nurturing.  

4. acquired attitudes and values , developed basic skills and understanding to allow for execution of rights and responsibilities as good citizens of Botswana and the world.

5. developed information technology skills as well as an understanding and appreciation of their influence in day-to-day activities.

6. acquired knowledge, attitudes and practices that will ensure good family and health practices including awareness and management of epidemics (such as HIV/AIDS) that prepare them for productive lives.

7. developed prevocational knowledge and manipulative skills that will enable them to apply content learnt and attitudes and values developed to practical life situations in the world of work.

8. developed an understanding of and acquired basic skills in business, everyday commercial transactions and entrepreneurship.

9. developed foundation skills such as problem solving, critical thinking, communication, enquiry, team work, interpersonal skills to help them to be productive and adaptive to survive in a changing environment.

10. developed study skills acquired for further study and training.

E.
Aims of the Senior Secondary Development Studies
On completion of the two year Senior Secondary School Development Studies course  learners should have:

1. acquired an understanding of the theory and practice of development within the context of their social, political and economic environment.

2. acquired an understanding of different forms of governments and organisations and their impact on development.

3. acquired an understanding of emerging issues such as HIV/AIDS, global warming, globalisation, information technology, gender relations, debt crisis and structural adjustment programmes and their impact on development. 

4. developed analytic skills necessary for the understanding of the dynamics of social, economic and political relations.

5. developed the ability to critically examine and evaluate development strategies and experiences.

6. developed appreciation and utilisation of their talents and the resources in their environment to counter poverty, exploitation and other forms of injustice.

7. developed the ability to interpret and apply  Botswana’s national principles.

8. acquired an understanding and appreciation of the interrelated nature of development at local, national, regional and international levels.

9. developed an understanding of both the prospects for and the constraints on development in Botswana and other developing countries.

10. developed an understanding and appreciation of the role of the individual, communities, organisations and governments as agents of development.

11. developed an appreciation of the spirit of self-reliance, entrepreneurship and active participation in community development.

F.
Recommended Teaching Methods

In line with the aims of Senior Secondary Education, the syllabus encourages a learner centred approach. This involves putting emphasis on hands-on experience and skills such as problem solving and inquiry. Learners are also expected to take part in selected community development projects. The learner-centred approach aims at catering for,  and  improving performance in all learners including those with special needs and different abilities.  The implications are that teachers should use a variety of action-results oriented teaching methods such as project work, group discussion, team work, class presentations, computer guided learning and many others which should be used to explain and illustrate different Development Studies concepts and processes.

The learner centred approach depends on thorough lesson preparation for its success.  For instance, adequate planning should precede any form of project or practical work. In addition, Development Studies lessons should be made challenging, interesting and relate to the day-to-day local life experiences. Wherever possible, the teacher is advised to start with examples from the locality of the school then expand outwards to cover Botswana, Southern Africa and the rest of the world.

G.
Assessment Objectives

Assessment of this Development Studies syllabus is based on the following objectives:

a)
Knowledge with Understanding

b)
Analysis and Evaluation 

c)
Investigation

d)
Active Participation, Application   and Problem -Solving

a)
Knowledge with Understanding

Students should be able to:

i) recall, select and present relevant factual information.

ii) demonstrate understanding of development terms , theories and concepts.

iii) show awareness of development strategies and their application.

iv) demonstrate knowledge and understanding of development issues in Botswana, Southern Africa and the rest of the world.

b)
Analysis and Evaluation 

Students should be able to:

i) interpret relevant data presented in written, statistical, diagrammatic, pictorial  and graphical forms.

ii) analyse and evaluate information, recognise patterns and deduce relationships and draw reasoned conclusions. 

iii) analyse and evaluate alternative approaches to development problems.

c)
Investigation

Students should be able to:

i)
plan and carry out a simple research exercise.

ii) select and use basic techniques to observe, record and classify relevant data and extract relevant information from a range of sources.

iii) organise and present their findings in a clear and coherent manner.

d)
Active Participation, Application  and Problem –Solving

Students should be able to:

i)
apply practical and cognitive skills to solving actual problems.

ii) take part in small scale practical activities related to development.

H.
Assessment Procedures

The Botswana Senior Secondary Development Studies syllabus will be assessed through an examination and continuous school based assessment techniques.  Tests and assignments will be used to monitor the progress of the learners. At the end of the two year course, a final examination will be administered. The examining body will develop the examination syllabus to provide teachers with guidance on the objectives to be examined. This syllabus should be used together with the examination syllabus.

Project work, assignments and tests will be used to assess the progress made and to improve on instruction. 

I.
Syllabus Content and Layout
The syllabus emphasises issues and concerns primarily relevant to Botswana with examples drawn from Southern Africa and the rest of the world. It is arranged in modules. Each module is divided into topics. The first module outlines development and equips the learner with investigative skills necessary for enquiry in the modules that follow. Module two deals with production, consumption and investment while module  three and four focus mainly on development and its impact on the social, economic and political environment in rural and urban areas. Module five specifically deals with the changing roles of women in development. Module six focuses on population, health and education while module seven is a study of the political input into development. The last module discusses regional and international aid and trade  co-operation.   

MODULE ONE

Measuring and Investigating Development
	Topic
	General Objectives
	Specific Objectives

	
	Students should be able to:
	Students should be able to:

	Development
	explain the concept and practice of development within the context of their social, economic and political environment.
	· explain the concept of development.

· explain the following divisions: First, Second and Third World, Newly Industrialised Countries, North, South, Least Developed Countries and Developed Countries.

· give reasons for the differences in the development levels in different countries.

· identify and discuss different development indicators  including Gross National Product (GNP), Gross Domestic Product (GDP), health, life expectancy, education and energy consumption.

· show why political aspects of development are difficult to measure.

· describe the characteristics of the developed and developing countries.

· analyse and evaluate theories of development: modernisation, sustainable development, dependency and alternative strategies.

· identify and evaluate development projects within their communities.

	Investigation Skills for Development Studies
	carry out an  investigation  on issues relating to development.
	· identify and clearly state a problem/topic area  in development.

· identify sources of information.

· select and justify  suitable methods of investigation  for data collection.

· use  questionnaires, interviews, observation sheets  for collecting data.

· present data in different ways including  graphs, tables, maps and flow charts.

· analyse and interpret  data presented.

· evaluate , draw conclusions and make recommendations based on data collected.

· write and present an investigation report.


MODULE TWO

Production, Consumption and Investment
	Topic
	General Objectives
	Specific Objectives

	
	Students should be able to:
	Students should be able to:

	Production
	explain the concept and the process of production.
	· explain the concept of production.

· discuss the need for production including basic needs, wants (material and non-material), choice, scarcity and opportunity costs.

· discuss production in hunting and gathering societies.

· identify and define  the factors of production.

· discuss land ownership and the  problems related to utilisation and ownership.

· explain the various forms of capital  such as finance, machinery and technology.

· discuss ways of raising capital.

· discuss labour and capital intensive modes of production. 

· discuss the determinant factors for appropriate technology.

· evaluate progress in the development of relevant technology in Botswana including efforts by Rural Industries Innovation  Centre and Botswana Technology Centre.

· discuss specialisation and division of labour.

· describe different types of labour including specialised, skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled.

· discuss conditions which either impede or  promote labour efficiency.

· assess how far local conditions facilitate or militate against labour efficiency.

· explain entrepreneurship.

· describe the role played by an entrepreneur in the process of production.

· discuss economic production systems.

· suggest and justify an alternative production system for Botswana’s economy. 


	Enterprise 
	demonstrate an understanding of the role of enterprise in the process of production.
	· explain  enterprise.

· discuss the characteristics  of sole proprietors, private companies, parastatals, joint ventures (partnerships) and co-operatives.

· discuss  privatisation of parastatals, citizen empowerment, localisation ,women and property ownership as strategies for development.

· evaluate the role and development of the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors of production in developing countries with specific reference to Botswana.

	Consumption and Investment
	understand and appreciate consumption and investment trends in Botswana.
	· explain consumption.

· describe the relationships between consumption and production, supply and demand,  consumption, savings  and investment.

· discuss the benefits and risks of investment.

· discuss foreign reserves as a form of investment.

· evaluate the promotion of a culture of investment in Botswana’s economy.


MODULE THREE

Rural Development
	Topic
	General Objectives
	Specific Objectives

	
	Students should be able to:
	Students should be able to:

	Rural Development
	develop an understanding and appreciation of the nature of rural development.
	· explain rural development.

· describe types of traditional rural societies under the following headings: land use and ownership, division of labour, cultural activities, technology and dependence on the environment. 

· explain the concept of  colonialism .

· discuss the impact of colonialism on rural development with specific reference to Botswana.

· discuss changes in rural areas in Botswana since independence.

· discuss positive and negative aspects of rural development.

· discuss strategies to solve problems of rural development.

· assess different rural schemes, programmes and projects.

· investigate the changing family roles in rural areas. 


MODULE FOUR

Industrialisation and Urbanisation
	Topic
	General Objectives
	Specific Objectives

	
	Students should be able to:
	Students should be able to:

	Industrialisation
	describe the process of industrialisation and its impact on development .
	· explain  industrialisation.

· evaluate different strategies for industrialisation including import substitution, export oriented industries, small and large scale enterprise, multi-national companies, local investment and joint ventures.

· describe the characteristics of modern industries including mechanisation, advanced technology, a wide range of raw materials, synthetic products, division of labour, automation, robotics, feminisation of the labour force, sub-contraction, cottage and co-ordination of specialised tasks.

· discuss the effects of industrialisation.

· discuss the successes and challenges of the newly industrialised countries.

· investigate the impact of industrialisation on their locality.

	Urbanisation
	understand the dynamics of urbanisation and its impact on development in Botswana and in the SADC region.
	· explain urbanisation, urban growth, rural-urban, urban-urban migration and primate cities.

· discuss the effects of urbanisation.

· suggest possible solutions to problems of urbanisation.

· explain the formal and informal sectors of the economy.

· account for the growth of the formal and informal sectors.

· discuss the problems of the informal sector of the economy and suggest possible solutions.

· compare and contrast the process and impact of urbanisation in Botswana to that of other developing countries in the SADC region.


MODULE FIVE

Women in Development
	Topic
	General Objectives
	Specific Objectives

	
	Students should be able to:
	Students should be able to:

	Women in Development
	develop an understanding and appreciation of the role of women in development.
	· discuss the role of women in traditional societies with reference to labour, food production, arable farming, animal husbandry and family welfare.

· discuss the impact of traditional values, customs and practices, taboos and myth on women’s position in society.

· assess the impact of colonialism on the position of women in society in relation to education, land entitlement, wages, labour, migratory labour and commercial farming.

· discuss issues relating to emerging roles of women such as  equal access to jobs, new policies, women oriented schemes and female headed households.

· assess the role played by women in the politics of Southern Africa with specific reference to pre-independence and post-independence eras.

· account for the emergence and development of the lobbyist, educational, legal and welfarist women’s organisations.

· examine the role of women’s organisations in the prevention of HIV/AIDS and other communicable diseases.

· select one of the women’s organisation in Botswana and evaluate its role and effectiveness.

· explain the role of women in the formal and informal sectors of the economy. 

· account for the disparity in the wealth distribution between women and men in Botswana.

· discuss women’s problems in Botswana and suggest possible solutions.


MODULE SIX

Population, Health and Education
	Topic
	General Objectives
	Specific Objectives

	
	Students should be able to:
	Students should be able to:

	Population
	develop an understanding and appreciation of the effects of population on development.
	· explain the concept of population.

· explain the stages of the Demographic Transition Model.

· account for the different population  structures presented by different  population pyramids .

· describe and interpret population pyramids for developing and developed countries.

· discuss the main factors which influence population distribution and population density in the world.

· discuss prospects and challenges presented by rapid population growth in Botswana and suggest possible solutions.

· explain the impact of the population growth on Botswana’s development.

· demonstrate the ability to collect, analyse and present population statistics.

· discuss the impact of HIV/AIDS on the population structure of Botswana.

· explain the effects of overpopulation on the environment.

	Health 
	explain the role of health in development.
	· explain the concept of  health.

· discuss factors that influence good health such as the provision of clean water,  sanitation, nutrition, entertainment, education, availability of personnel, stress and poverty.

· discuss preventive and curative primary and secondary health care, traditional and modern health systems.

· discuss the impact of health on Botswana’s development.

· discuss the impact of HIV/AIDS on Botswana’s economic development.  

· discuss how the health system is addressing the HIV/AIDS scourge in Botswana.

· demonstrate the ability to analyse and interpret health statistics.


	Education
	appreciate the role of education in development  in Botswana.
	· explain the concept of education.

· discuss modern and traditional formal, non-formal and informal education.

· describe the structure of formal and non-formal education in Botswana.

· discuss alternative approaches to the provision of education in Botswana including vocational education and job shadowing.

· discuss the impact of information technology education on the development of Botswana.

· discuss the role of environmental education on the development of Botswana.

· explain the role of education in addressing the problems of HIV/AIDS.


MODULE SEVEN

Politics and Development
	Topic
	General Objectives
	Specific Objectives

	
	Students should be able to:
	Students should be able to:

	Government and Development
	explain different forms of governments and their influence on development.
	· explain the concepts of politics, state and government.

· discuss and evaluate types of governments.

· discuss ways in which social, economic and political aspects interact to change society.

· identify and explain decision making processes with specific reference to Botswana.

· discuss the role of government in the economy with specific reference to Botswana’s role in the provision of social services and the mobilisation of resources.

· discuss the social structures such as class, ethnicity, status, and profession/trade.

· discuss challenges of nation building on the basis of tension, conflict resolution and consensus.

· evaluate any one of the following Acts: Chieftainship Act, Citizenship Act, Marriage and Property Act and Tribal  Land Act.

	Non-Governmental Organisations in Development 
	understand the dynamics of Non-Governmental Organisations and their impact on development in Botswana and in Southern Africa.
	· explain Non-Governmental Organisations.

· account for the existence of Non-Governmental Organisations in Botswana.

· discuss the work of lobbyists, welfarists, conservationists and developmental Non-Governmental Organisations.

· examine and evaluate government and Non-Governmental Organisation strategies for development in Botswana.

	Community Based Organisations 
	understand the nature of Community Based Organisations and their impact on development in Botswana and in  Southern Africa.
	· identify and describe types of Community Based Organisations.

· account for the existence of Community Based Organisations.

· select and describe the work of one Community Based Organisation. 

· discuss the impact  of Community Based Organisations in  the development  of Botswana. 


	The Private Sector
	understand the nature and  impact of the private sector  on development in Botswana and in the Southern African Development Community (SADC) region.
	· identify types  of  private sector.

· account for the existence of the private sector in Botswana.

· discuss and assess the role and impact  of the private sector on  the development  of Botswana and other  countries in the SADC region.

· compare government and private sector strategies for development in Botswana.


MODULE EIGHT

Regional Co-operation, International Trade and Foreign Aid

	Topic
	General Objectives
	Specific Objectives

	
	Students should be able to:
	Students should be able to:

	Regional 

Co-operation
	develop an understanding of the nature of  regional co-operation and its impact on the development of Botswana and other countries in Southern Africa.
	· explain regional co-operation/ integration.

· identify and classify regional co-operation as political , social and economic.

· discuss and assess the role played by regional co-operation/communities in the development of the Southern African region.

· evaluate the successes and challenges faced by such regional communities as Southern African Customs Union (SACU), Southern African Development Community (SADC).

· suggest ways of strengthening regional co-operation in the Southern African  region.

	International Trade 
	develop an understanding and appreciation of the dynamics of  international trade.
	· explain international trade.

· account for international trade.

· describe global trade patterns among (a) developed countries, (b) developing countries and (c) between developed and developing countries.

· discuss free trade and protectionism.

· discuss the challenges of international trade.

	Foreign Aid
	understand the concept of foreign aid and its impact on development.
	· explain the concept of foreign aid.

· describe the types and forms of foreign aid.

· account for foreign aid. 

· evaluate the implications of foreign aid on developing countries.

· discuss the roles of the specialised agencies of the United Nations.
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